











First Grade News

In math, we are continuing our work on composing and decomposing numbers fo 20 using addition
and subtraction strategies. Our "I Can" statements for this unit are:

- | can identify all the combinations for my working number.

« | can solve addition and subtraction equations and explain my strategies.

« | can explain how addition and subtraction are related.

« | can tell and write time to the half-hour on a digital and analog clock.

In reading, our unit focuses on complex word solving and comprehension strategies.
Some questions you can ask your child while reading at home are:

« What do you think might happen in this story?

* Why did the character do/say/think that?

+« What has happened in the story so far?

« What was the problem in the story2 How did it get solved?

« What was your favorite parte Why?2

* What word could that be? What makes sense?

An extension of this work can also be asking your child to supply you with evidence from the text to
support their answers. For example, if they share what they think might happen next in the story, ask
them why? What clues in the text gave you that idea?

In writing, we will continue creating our redlistic fiction narratives. The goals for the end of this unit
are:
« write a realistic fiction story with evidence of simple story structure
« write 4 or more stories that are 4-6 pages in length
+revise favorite stories by: rereading a story and identifying the place where a character has
the biggest feeling, and rewriting or stretching out that scene by adding details
- revise favorite stories by: adding ontfo or rewriting the beginnings and endings to make them
more "literary”
» use capital letters appropriately most of the time
» use ending punctuation (., |, 2) most of the time
 write legibly

In social studies, we will begin learning about our national community: the United States of America.
Our essential questions for this unit are:

* What makes a good leader?

* What does the American President do?

* What is a symbol?

* What are the symbols of the United States and what do they tell us about our country?

* Where is Washington D.C. on a map and why is it important?

Ms. Hart, Mrs. Horowicz, Mrs. Mullen, Ms. Smith
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Second Grade News

We are finishing up our third unit in Second Step, which is focused on managing emotions. Students
learned tools and strategies to help them manage anger, anxiety, and embarrassment. Thinking
about feelings helps the brain get back in control and helps children manage their strong feelings.

We learned three steps fo follow when you are feeling a strong feeling: stop, name your feeling, and
then calm down. Students learned fo first focus their attention on their bodies, while looking for clues
to determine how they are feeling. Next, students name the emotion they are feeling

and use strategies to calm their body down. The calm it down strategies we practiced are using
positive self talk, belly breathing, and slowly counting.

These are great strategies to practice at home when you nofice your child feeling a strong emotion,
whether positive or negative.

Ms. Sherriff, Ms. Ertsos, Ms. Evanson, and Ms. Labonfe

34 and 4" Grade Parent Volunteers Needed for Understanding Our Differences!

Please join us in your child’s class on May 24th 9-11am (39 grade) and May 31st 9-11am (4" grade)
to help present the Physical Disabilities (3" grade) and Learning Disabilities (4™ grade) unit of
Understanding Our Differences.

Understanding Our Differences is a nonprofit organization working in partnership with the Lexington
Public Schools to provide a unique and creative disability awareness program for elementary school
children in grades 3-5. Presented by volunteers, the program promotes inclusion, understanding and
acceptance of people with disabilities and individual differences at our schools and in our
community.

Top 5 Reasons to Volunteer with Understanding Our Differences

Share time in the classroom with your child and other students.

Get to know other parents and volunteers.

Be a role model for inclusiveness.

Learn to see the person not the disability.

Feel confident knowing we provide you with training and curriculum by Understanding our
Differences. You can choose from online orin person training.

A k=

Interested in helping out?
Contact: Donna Bonarrigo
dbonarrigo@lexingtonma.org
781-8460-0012

Want to know more?
www.understandingourdifferences.org
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Grade 3 Explores Colonial America

Lexington's rich history is an integral part of the third grade social studies curriculum, and students
are lucky to have the opportunity to explore our storied community. Over the next few months,
students will work in their classrooms to investigate daily life for the residents of Colonial Lexington
and the Greater Boston area. We kicked off our unit with an informative presentation from Historic
New England, a regional heritage organization which provides in-school lessons and activities for
students of all ages. Students reenacted a Colonial barter system, recognizing the importance of
community and the strong bonds that existed in small colonial towns. They learned that much of
New England relied on farming and skilled workers to sustain their lives throughout the 1700s.

In the upcoming weeks, students will work as a classroom community to explore the individual
families from Lexington's past. Through primary source documents, they will learn about the events
leading up to the American Revolution, culminating with a trip to Lexington Center. We'll visit the
Hancock-Clarke house, Lexington's Old Burying Ground and the Lexington Historical Society at
Lexington Depot. We look forward to sharing this learning experience with parents and families, and
we will reach out with more information in the coming weeks!

Y. Dever, e, Wartin, and THs. Farwis

Fourth Grade News

Fourth graders are diving into a social studies unit that explores the different regions of the United
States. Students will practice map skills as they learn about the climate, geographical features, and
natural resources found here in the US.

Students will:

~Use map and globe skills to determine absolute locations (latitude and longitude) of the United
States.

~Observe and describe national historic sites and describe their function and significance.
~Define and give examples of natural resources in the United States.

~Give examples of limited and unlimited resources and explain how scarcity compels people and
communities to make choices about goods and services, giving up some things to get other
things.

Looking for a way to practice at home?2 Check out this website for related games and activities!

bbb LI amanat e e1r Wy g . Yooy
nirp://www.sheppardsoftware.com/web_games.htm

Ms. Crotty, Ms. Fitzgerald, Ms. griffith, and Ms. Lamb

Fifth Grade News

In fifth grade, the students have been working hard in word study class. Word study works on a four
day cycle. Each day the students work in their groups on different focuses. The groups each have
different words to study, but all the students complete the same activities. These activities include
investigating Greek and Latin Roots, reading science content articles to pick out vocabulary with
Greek and Latin Roots in context, studying poetry to practice using context clues to determine the
meaning of unknown words, and exploring different aspects of grammar on a website called
noredink.com. We will soon be starting to create our own words using what we know about prefixes,
suffixes, and Greek and Latin Roots, as well as applying our learning in writing.

Ms. Class, Ms. Shumrak, and Ms. Kelly
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Upcoming Events

Apr 9

Apr 12
Apr 12

Apr 16 -20
Apr 23

Apr 25
Apr 27

Apr 27

Fifth Grade
Camping Trip
Meeting for Parents
6:00-7:00 PM
School Site Councll,
7:30 AM
METCO Family
Friends
Vacation
Big Backyard:

5C: 9:00
Literacy Night at
Carey Library
Poem in Your
Pocket Day
Big Backyard:

5K: 9:00

5S: 9:45

MCAS Dates

Grade 3 Dates

* English Language Arts: April 24 & 25
* Mathematics: May 7 & 8

Grade 4 Dates

* English Language Arts: April 9 &10
*  Mathematics: April 30 & May 1

Grade 5 Dates
* English Language Arts: April 2 & 3

«  Mathematics: May 2 & 4
* Science/Engineering: May ? & 11

School Committee Dates

Apr 9 School Committee Meeting, 6:30 PM,
Carey Memorial Building

Apr 11 School Committee Meeting, 6:30 PM,
Carey Memorial Building

Apr 23 School Committee Meeting, 6:30 PM,
Carey Memorial Building (tentative)

Apr 24 School Committee Meeting, 7:00 PM,
Carey Memorial Building

Apr 25 School Committee Meeting, 6:30 PM,

Carey Memorial Building
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